THE EAD OF THE LIAE

by Sharon E. McKay = Lesson Plan prepared by Marla Conn, MS Ed.

Genre: Fiction

Themes: Historical novel; war; /éorld /dar ; Holocal st; co_rage; decision Za!ine;
ri tvs wrong; pre} dice; tolerance

Suitable for: Grades 3 7

Summary

Five-year-old beatrix 100:s on ina orror as h e soldier iorcesa er 2ok er ofih e tra™ tis 1942 in
A Zsterda, and everyone ‘noirs M ata appens to Jes M o are taren amay ey h e Nazis h e
soldier tl rnsa is attention to »eatrix, m en s, ddenly, b e tic/et-tarer, ars Gorter, bL rts o,‘th at

@ cish is niece /#h b is lerok er Hans, h e tra cond_ctor, h ey ‘4anage to resc_eh e a ild fro=
h e sae fate asa er Zoh er

h e two elderly loroh ers realizeh ath ey are now in @ arge of h ¢ little girl i ey are at a loss aiter
all, neih er onea as ever Zarried, let aloneh as @ ildren i ey /nomh ata arieoring a Jenw co, lél cost
h eZh eir lives, b,‘t in desperation, h ey ’g‘rn to a neid@ oor, Virs Vos, iora elp a&t even h ese indly
resc_ ers cannot & ield Heatrix totally fro2h ea orrors of mar

pased on real events, i is s, spensei,‘l novel vividly portrays h e iear,,l ncertainty, and terror of h e
Nazi oce, pation in Holland tis a story b at reflects soh h e worst and lest of . Zan/ind A morh y
addition to @ ildren's Boo!s abo,‘ the Holocal st, The End of the Line will leave yo_ng readers to
pondera o h e Zost dreadi,l | condlitions can lead ordinary citizens to perior*h e Zosta eroic acts
People life ars, Hans, and \VIrs Vos, M o ris’ed b eir omn lives to save Jens in Marti Ze Tome,
Mere later recognized anela onored as “Ri@ teo s Gentiles '

Common Core standards are noted throughout.

ACTIVITY IDEAS
a e folloming activity ideas are only a start  ere are any possiwilities fora elping st dents constr, ct
Zeaning fro = text

€0 Zpra ension activities -

 clp readers to extend h eir general ‘nonledge iro.= prior experience
develop reading strategies for co.“pr@ ension

loring relevance to h e act of reading

joster disc_ssion and reflection ro_ &



\ /W at can mwe learn iro % readinga istorical fiction? SL.5.1

2 /Watish e Holocai st? /Wy stbd

WHILE READIZG THE BOOK







¢ /W at did apples sy Zwolize inh e B00/? Find exaples iro. 2 h e beginning, Ziddle, and end of
h estory RL.5.1



