
DR. DAVE ASTRONAUT 



BEFORE STARTING THE BOOK

These activities build the context and introduce the topic of the book, and establish prior knowledge 
and interest. 





Plan: Students will choose one design they will build. 

Create: What are the criteria for this design? What shapes are best to hold a weight? 
Students will test their design with the “space vehicle,” observe and describe results. Students will 
share their design and results with the class. 

Improve: Students will consider what changes they would make based on their experience and 
hearing about others’ solutions. Discuss other things they would like to include in their design 
based on what they saw. How would they improve the model space vehicle they used? What 
changes would they make?





WRITE ABOUT IT . . . WHAT IS YOUR OPINION?

1.  Would you be interested in traveling to Mars?

2.  Would you want to be on the first spaceship to land on Mars?

3.  How much should countries spend on space exploration?

4.  Do the benefits of future space travel outweigh the costs? 

5.  Should humans pursue a future in space?

6.  You are an astronaut traveling to Mars. Write a journal describing a week of your life.

7.  What do you think a microgravity environment might be like?  

8.  What do you think might be the biggest challenges to humans traveling in space?

9.  What would you like to see explored or researched?

AUTHOR STUDY: DR. DAVE WILLIAMS

1.  Where does Dr. Dave Williams call home?

2.  What qualifies Dr. Dave to write these books? 

3.  What were some obstacles he endured on his journey 
     to become an astronaut?

4.  What is he known for?

5.  What is Dr. Dave’s “success ladder”? 

6.  Describe different fields he has influenced.

7.  What is something Dr. Dave has said that made you 
     think? What are the qualities of having an “astronaut 
     attitude”? Do you have these qualities? Explain.


