
humiliate her, the heartless Raven gives gray stockings to all the 

girls—all except Margaret, who gets  red ones. In an instant, 

Margaret is the laughingstock of the entire school. In the face of 

such cruelty, Margaret refuses to be intimidated and bravely gets 

rid of the stockings. Although a sympathetic nun stands up for 

Margaret, in the end it is this brave young girl who gives the Raven 

a lesson in the power  of human dignity. 
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5.  Why did Olemaun think Alice was chasing the rabbit? Why do you think she had a hard time
     understanding?

6.  Do you think that Alice was brave to chase the rabbit?

7.  What does Olemaun think it must have been like at the outsiders’ school? After persisting what
    does Rosie say about the school?

8.  What does it mean to take everything?

9.  Why do you think that Olemaun’s father told the outsiders “no” the previous four summers when
     they had come for her?

10. Why do you think that the outsiders want to take the children?

11. When did this book take place?

12. How did Olemaun’s family travel?

13. When Olemaun’s father told her “no” how did she respond? How do children these days often
      respond when their parents say no?

14. What does Olemaun’s father tell her about the schools and the outsiders?

15. How does Olemaun feel about the outsiders’ songs and dances compared to her own?

16.  Olemaun has heard that she would be asked to kneel and pray for forgiveness a number of
      times, what does she think about that?

17. Why do you think that Olemaun stops bugging her father about going to the school for a while?

18. What quality does Olemaun possess that her father says the outsiders don’t like? Why do you
      think this is the case?

19. At the end of Chapter One, Olemaun’s father uses a rock to demonstrate the change that will
      happen to her at the school. What comparison does he make and what is the signiýcance?
      Does Olemaun understand his message?

20. Why does Olemaunôs father ýnally agree to let her go to the school?

CHAPTER 2
1.  At the beginning of Chapter Two Olemaun describes her family’s spring migration. How many
     schooners were traveling with them? How many families were on each schooner? How many
     days was the trip?

2. Who owned Olemaunôs schooner and why was it signiýcant?

3. Who was Old Man Pokiak and why was he signiýcant?
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4. What was Olemaun playing with after her father sold his winter catch of furs?

5. What place did Olemaun feel was magical and why?

6. What did Olemaun’s mother say to her to try to convince her not to go to school?

7.  Why does Olemaun think her mother wants her to stay home from the school? Do you think that
     Olemaun is correct in her thinking?
8.  What things does Olemaun’s mother buy her at the Hudson’s Bay Company?

9.  What do you think was in the white tube that Olemaun’s mother bought her?





CHAPTER 5
1. Margaret eventually turned the Raven’s cruelty into a game. How did she “play”?

2. What news did Margaret receive when a boat delivered a letter from her father? Explain.

3. Why do you think that Margaret had the dream about being locked beneath the Raven’s habit?
4.  What reasons does Margaret give for the nuns wanting to keep the children at the school?

5.  Why did classes have to be halted in October?

6.  What did Margaret think about having to call the men who were hired to do the chores the
     children couldn’t do “Brothers”?

7.  Why did Margaret stop complaining about the work?
 
8.  What happened to Margaret when she had to go to the bathroom when she was working in the
     hospital? Explain.

9.  By late November when classes resumed, Margaret said that she discovered that Rosie was right
     about something, what was it? What does Margaret say that she would have done instead? Why
     do you think Margaret said what she did?
 
10. What did Margaret want to tell her father in her letter home? What happened to the letter instead?

11. After the issues with the letter what did Agnes tell Margaret she overheard two nuns talking
    about? Do you think Margaret would get the chance to share her message? What would you say
    if you had this opportunity?

12. Did the nuns worry about the health or safety of the children on the way to the station? Why?

13. What message was to be sent home this time? Why did Margaret think that this didn’t make any
      sense? Why do you think the nuns wanted the children to do this?

14. What did Margaret think her silence would accomplish?

CHAPTER 6
1.  How did the Raven make Margaret pay for her silence at the station?

2.  What was di erent about the stockings the Raven gave to Margaret? Why do you think she did this?

3.  Who did Margaret imagine the Raven as after she got her new stockings? Do you think this is an
     appropriate comparison? Why?

4.  What punishment does Margaret receive after Katherine called her fatty legs and Margaret called
     her fatty face?

5.  What do you think Margaret plans to do to stop “this fatty legs business”?

6.  What happened to Agnes after everyone started calling Margaret fatty legs?





6.  Why do you think that Margaret names Sister MacQuillan but refers to the nun who was cruel to
     her as “The Raven”?
  
7.  Throughout the novel Margaret is seeking an education. What do you think she really learned in
      this story? Explain.

8.  In the beginning of the book Margaret said that she thought Alice was brave to chase the rabbit
     out of curiosity. Do you think Margaret was brave? Explain.
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