


Please remember that the suggested questions and activities within this educator guide 
are meant to serve as a starting point. Educators are encouraged to select items from 
each part of the guided inquiry process that work best for their style of teaching and 
will help them meet their goals when covering the topics in this book. Activities and 
prompts should be tweaked and/or reformatted to best fit your students, context, and 
community to ensure equity and inclusion.  

SUMMARY:
Style is not just the clothes on our backsðit is self-expression, representation, and transformation. 
As a fashion-obsessed Ojibwe teen, Christian Allaire rarely saw anyone that looked like him in the 
magazines or movies he sought out for inspiration. Now the fashion and style writer for Vogue, he 
is working to change thatðbecause clothes are never just clothes. Menôs heels are a statement of 
pride in the face of LGBTQ+ discrimination, while ribbon shirts honor Indigenous ancestors and keep 
culture alive. Allaire takes the reader through additional topics like cosplay, make up, hijabs, and hair, 
probing the connections between fashion and history, culture, politics, and social justice.



https://accessola.com/human-library-toolkit/
https://www.digitalhumanlibrary.com/


PART B:  EXPLORE

Now that students are engaged in the material, it is important for them to have time to explore areas 
of personal interest. The following are some ideas that students might use to begin their personal 
exploration into the power that fashion and beauty can have:

1. �Ask students to conduct research on a designer, hair stylist, or makeup artist from their own 
cultural background/heritage. What impact are these professionals having on the world of fashion 
and beauty?

2. Ask students to explore di erent hairstyles and their respective cultural signiýcance.

3. �Ask students to research brands that are promoting inclusivity, body positivity, and acceptance. 
How are these brands transforming the world of fashion and beauty? 

WHILE READING THE BOOK
The questions below are based on information presented in each chapter. Educators are encouraged to select and assign 
questions during chapter readings that best support information that they want to emphasize in their classes. Students can 
then share their information with their classmates in a variety of formats (i.e., think pair share, jigsaw, four corners, etc.)

VIDEOS
The Power of Style covers a wide variety of forms of fashion and creative expression and how they 
relate to the reclamation of culture. The following are a series of short videos and documentaries that 
students can watch to help them learn more about mᵅ ̾ ̾ tion

https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/KWL_Chart_handout_v.final_.pdf


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKYvrc8XO20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIfFL0q39-xy-KxonBoZBWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81N1zeq85c8
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAYUX_NJWpJkU2NOOLD9Gdg
https://www.jokuma.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qw0Vsml-ebA


CHAPTER 2: MY HAIR, MY WAY

Hair Love ð Hair Love, an OscarÈ-winning animated short ýlm from Matthew A. Cherry, tells the 
heartfelt story of an African American father learning to do his daughterôs hair for the ýrst time. 

Nancy’s Workshop ð One Sunday a month, natural hair specialist Nancy Falaise closes the doors 
of her Montreal salon to lead a private workshop for young Black girls struggling to love their natural 
hair. Step-by-step, she teaches them how to wash, detangle, style, and care for their respective hair 
textures, while also creating a safe space for them to bond over their shared experiences and forge 
meaningful friendships. Nancy’s Workshop is an intimate and immersive exploration of this journey. It 
o ers a vivid, almost tactile experience of manipulating various curl patterns and textures through the 
usalmosMא

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNw8V_Fkw28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V73gnxcyzIQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcdErpcHjNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFGwmUCH9aI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBczHDnhH8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pl3f9p8aXQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rmq1tTSOncU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6kiHekeu_GA


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJCxWIC17Do
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjnAG7kySn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxCp5G6X9ZA


BTS with Tranquil Ashes Interview with a Cosplayer ð On this episode, Anja sits down with cos-
player and makeup artist Tranquil Ashes to discuss cosplay, Michael B Jordan, building conýdence and 
dealing with trolls online.

Ask students:

1. Why do some people enjoy cosplay and why has it grown in popularity?

2. Who is participating in cosplay?

3. Does cosplay help or hurt body positivity? Explain.

4. Where did cosplay originate from?

5. How has cosplay expanded to become more inclusive and diverse?

6. What is Comic Con and how has it had an inþuence on cosplay?

7 What is the di erence between gender-bend and crossplay?

8. What are some tools that would be useful in creating a cosplay outýt?

CHAPTER 4: HEAD STRONG

Headdress ð J.J. Neepin is a female Indigenous ýlmmaker. With the help of photographer Nadya 
Kwandibens, J.J. plans to recreate her great-grandfatherôs portrait. The headdress is a powerful  
symbol with great meaning in First Nations communities. Headdress is the start of an ongoing  
conversation about tradition and cultural appropriation.

Haute Hijab | Melanie Elturk ð Melanie of Haute Hijab posts easy-to-follow hijab tutorials, lifestyle 
vids, and travel vlogs for all things Haute Hijab.  Learn more about Melanie here: SHOP -  
www.hautehijab.com, Snapchat @hautehijab, Instagram @hautehijab, Facebook Haute Hijab.

Leah Vernon ð Get to know Leah Vernon and her life as a Muslim fashion inþuencer.

Halima Aden ð We know Halima Aden as the ýrst high-fashion hijab-wearing model. She has graced 
Yeezyôs runway and the cover of British Vogue. Halima was born in Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya, 
after her mother þed conþict in their native Somalia. At age 7, Halima and her mom re-settled in the 
U.S. In June 2018, Teen Vogue followed Halimaôs journey as she returned to Kakuma for the ýrst time 
to meet with young people and give the ýrst ever TEDX Talk in the camp.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkVSvXophaA
https://gem.cbc.ca/media/short-docs/season-1/episode-31/38e815a-00bdf141c2f
https://www.youtube.com/user/hautehijab
https://www.hautehijab.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/msLeahVernon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvcvlMC4cNk


Ask students:

1. What is a hijab and how is it a part of modest fashion?

2. �What changes are being made to hijabs to make them more of a tool of self-expression in addition 
to being a part of modest fashion?

3. �Who are some inþuential designers of hijabs and what impact are their designs having on the world 
of fashion?

4. �What are some examples of traditional headwear worn by various cultures? What meanings do 
these headwear pieces have?

5. Explain how Leah Vernon is redeýning modest fashion and expanding it to be more inclusive.

6. Which fashion brands have added hijabs to their runway fashion? Why is this important?

7. �Why is Somali-American model Halima Aden a trailblazer? What has she accomplished in her career?

8. Some fashion brands have started to include sport hijabs. Why is this signiýcant?

CHAPTER 5: STANDING TALL

Billy Porter ð Billy Porter talks about his favorite red-carpet moment, breaking societal norms and 
expectations and learning self-compassion.

Why Don’t More Men Wear Heels? | Between The Lines ð While high heels have become iconic 
in women’s fashion, they were originally designed for men as an equestrian riding tool. So why don’t 
more men wear heels today? Elizabeth Semmelhack, senior curator of the Bata Shoe Museum,  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8OYEyOqz8Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG2K7_g7Sgs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=834uuwN2-eU


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTZoNGJyj7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=op4etGluxK0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXwHqouBUTo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCroDJPcFCf6DBmHns6Xeb8g


These activities inspire continued reþection and response to the text, bring conclusion to the experience of reading this 
particular text, and stimulate further extensions.

PART C: EXPLAIN
Using evidence provided in the book, ask students to explain their responses to the following questions:
	 Å Why is representation in fashion and beauty from people of diverse backgrounds so important?
	 Å How has increased representation had a positive impact on the fashion industry?
	 Å How are cosplay and Comic-Con connected?  
	 Å �Research and explain the cultural and/or religious importance of the head coverings in the 

book (i.e., hib

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/new-york-second-state-ban-discrimination-based-natural-hairstyles-n1029931
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDArPAGulso


https://anchor.fm/login?return_to=%2Fdashboard
https://www.blogger.com/about/


https://batashoemuseum.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/DisneyChannel/videos/751663942107660/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/nightsong-wapass-makeup-artist-1.5817605?cmp=rss

