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SUMMARY:
The secrets of Ravensbarrow have been buried far too long. Now they’re waking up . . . 

Starting at a new school is hard enough for an anxious kid like Teddy. But Ravensbarrow Elementary 
seems extra unsettling. First, there are the zombielike kids and teachers, with their vacant stares and 
strange, echoey voices. Then there are the hamsters. So. Many. Hamsters. With their scrabbly claws and 
beady eyes and . . . wait. Can those hamsters talk?

Teddy must face old fears (making friends) and new ones (evil hamsters!) in this frightening and fast-
paced, hilarious, and heartfelt novel.

children’s fiction



BEFORE READING THE BOOK

https://www.anxietycanada.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpolpKTWrp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhk2T8eaLfA
https://www.anxietycanada.com/downloadables/how-to-teach-your-child-calm-breathing/


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tangent


https://www.anxietycanada.com/anxiety-disorder/specific-phobia/
https://www.camh.ca/en/health-info/mental-illness-and-addiction-index/phobias


https://www.petmd.com/exotic/care/evr_ex_hm_how-to-care-for-your-hamster
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 • Pink Shirt Day • What to do if you’re experiencing bullying (Kids Help Phone) • Bullying—know what it is (Government of Alberta) • We can all help stop it (Government of Ontario)These activities are only a start. They are designed to support the goal of helping students explore the story and their own creativity. Design a hamster trapStudents will need to create two versions of their hamster trap designs; one for the average pet hamster that might have escaped inside someone’s house and one for capturing evil, zombie-making 

https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/
https://kidshelpphone.ca/get-info/what-do-if-youre-experiencing-bullying/
https://www.alberta.ca/bullying-know-what-it-is
https://www.ontario.ca/page/bullying-we-can-all-help-stop-it

